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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS—RULEMAKING

§ 51.85 Draft environmental impact 
statement—rulemaking. 

Except as the context may otherwise 
require, procedures and measures simi-
lar to those described in §§ 51.70, 51.71, 
51.72 and 51.73 will be followed in pro-
ceedings for rulemaking for which the 
Commission has determined to prepare 
an environmental impact statement.

§ 51.86 Distribution of draft environ-
mental impact statement. 

Copies of the draft environmental 
impact statement and any supplement 
to the draft environmental impact 
statement will be distributed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of § 51.74.

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS—PROPOSALS FOR LEGIS-
LATION

§ 51.88 Proposals for legislation. 

The Commission will, as a matter of 
policy, follow the provisions of 40 CFR 
1506.8 regarding the NEPA process for 
proposals for legislation.

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENTS—GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

§ 51.90 Final environmental impact 
statement—general. 

After receipt and consideration of 
comments requested pursuant to 
§§ 51.73 and 51.117, the NRC staff will 
prepare a final environmental impact 
statement in accordance with the re-
quirements in §§ 51.70(b) and 51.71 for a 
draft environmental impact statement. 
The format provided in section 1(a) of 
appendix A of this subpart should be 
used.

§ 51.91 Final environmental impact 
statement—contents. 

(a)(1) The final environmental impact 
statement will include responses to 
any comments on the draft environ-
mental impact statement or on any 
supplement to the draft environmental 
impact statement. Responses to com-
ments may include: 

(i) Modification of alternatives, in-
cluding the proposed action; 

(ii) Development and evaluation of 
alternatives not previously given seri-
ous consideration; 

(iii) Supplementation or modification 
of analyses; 

(iv) Factual corrections; 
(v) Explanation of why comments do 

not warrant further response, citing 
sources, authorities or reasons which 
support this conclusion. 

(2) All substantive comments re-
ceived on the draft environmental im-
pact statement or any supplement to 
the draft environmental impact state-
ment (or summaries thereof where the 
response has been exceptionally volu-
minous) will be attached to the final 
statement, whether or not each com-
ment is discussed individually in the 
text of the statement. 

(3) If changes in the draft environ-
mental impact statement in response 
to comments are minor and are con-
fined either to factual corrections or to 
explanations of why the comments do 
not warrant further response, the 
changes may be made by attaching er-
rata sheets to the draft statement. The 
entire document with a new cover may 
then be issued as the final environ-
mental impact statement. 

(b) The final environmental impact 
statement will discuss any relevant re-
sponsible opposing view not adequately 
discussed in the draft environmental 
impact statement or in any supplement 
to the draft environmental impact 
statement, and respond to the issues 
raised. 

(c) The final environmental impact 
statement will state how the alter-
natives considered in it and decisions 
based on it will or will not achieve the 
requirements of sections 101 and 102(1) 
of NEPA and of any other relevant and 
applicable environmental laws and 
policies. 

(d) The final environmental impact 
statement will include a final analysis 
and a final recommendation on the ac-
tion to be taken.

§ 51.92 Supplement to the final envi-
ronmental impact statement. 

(a) If the proposed action has not 
been taken, the NRC staff will prepare 
a supplement to a final environmental 
impact statement for which a notice of 
availability has been published in the 
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FEDERAL REGISTER as provided in 
§ 51.118, if: 

(1) There are substantial changes in 
the proposed action that are relevant 
to environmental concerns; or 

(2) There are significant new cir-
cumstances or information relevant to 
environmental concerns and bearing on 
the proposed action or its impacts. 

(b) The NRC staff may prepare a sup-
plement to a final environmental im-
pact statement when, in its opinion, 
preparation of a supplement will fur-
ther the purposes of NEPA. 

(c) The supplement to a final envi-
ronmental impact statement will be 
prepared in the same manner as the 
final environmental impact statement 
except that a scoping process need not 
be used. 

(d)(1) A supplement to a final envi-
ronmental impact statement will be 
accompanied by or will include a re-
quest for comments as provided in 
§ 51.73 and a notice of availability will 
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
as provided in § 51.117 if the conditions 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion apply. 

(2) If comments are not requested, a 
notice of availability of a supplement 
to a final environmental impact state-
ment will be published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER as provided in § 51.118.

§ 51.93 Distribution of final environ-
mental impact statement and sup-
plement to final environmental im-
pact statement; news releases. 

(a) A copy of the final environmental 
impact statement will be distributed 
to: 

(1) The Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) The applicant or petitioner for 
rulemaking and any other party to the 
proceeding. 

(3) Appropriate State, regional and 
metropolitan clearinghouses. 

(4) Each commenter. 
(b) Additional copies will be made 

available in accordance with § 51.123. 
(c) If the final environmental impact 

statement is unusually long or there 
are so many comments on a draft envi-
ronmental impact statement or any 
supplement to a draft environmental 
impact statement that distribution of 
the entire final statement to all com-
menters is impracticable, a summary 

of the final statement and the sub-
stantive comments will be distributed. 
When the final environmental impact 
statement has been prepared by adding 
errata sheets to the draft environ-
mental impact statement as provided 
in § 51.91(a)(3), only the comments, the 
responses to the comments and the 
changes to the environmental impact 
statement will be distributed. 

(d) A supplement to a final environ-
mental impact statement will be dis-
tributed in the same manner as the 
final environmental impact statement 
to which it relates. 

(e) News releases stating the avail-
ability and place for obtaining or in-
specting a final environmental impact 
statement or supplement will be pro-
vided to local newspapers and other ap-
propriate media. 

(f) A notice of availability will be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER in 
accordance with § 51.118.

§ 51.94 Requirement to consider final 
environmental impact statement. 

The final environmental impact 
statement, together with any com-
ments and any supplement, will accom-
pany the application or petition for 
rulemaking through, and be considered 
in, the Commission’s decisionmaking 
process. The final environmental im-
pact statement, together with any 
comments and any supplement, will be 
made a part of the record of the appro-
priate adjudicatory or rulemaking pro-
ceeding.

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE-
MENTS—PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION 
FACILITIES

§ 51.95 Postconstruction environ-
mental impact statements. 

(a) General. Any supplement to a 
final environmental impact statement 
or any environmental assessment pre-
pared under the provisions of this sec-
tion may incorporate by reference any 
information contained in a final envi-
ronmental document previously pre-
pared by the NRC staff that relates to 
the same production or utilization fa-
cility. Documents that may be ref-
erenced include, but are not limited to, 
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